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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available 

during the late Sunday morning services.  We also 
have a room where parents can tend to little ones 
while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an usher for 
directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second  to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll find a visitor’s 

card in the pew rack that you can fill out and either hand to an usher or 
drop in the offering plate.   
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18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 23, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Father, We Praise You,” John Behnke 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Our Lord Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful, the workers few. Therefore ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, great is your goodness, and great is our sin. You give us work 
to do, and we refuse it; talents to use, and we bury them; mercy to share, 
and we hold it for ourselves. We have not been faithful servants; our love 
for you is small. Look on us now in your own great love. For Jesus’ sake, 
forgive us; and restore us by the power of the Holy Spirit to joyful service in 
his name. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says, “Feed my sheep.” As a called and ordained 
minister of his Church, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” 

God’s own child, I gladly say it; I am baptized into Christ! 
He, because I could not pay it, gave my full redemption price. 
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any 
That brought me salvation free lasting to eternity! 
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Sin, disturb my soul no longer; I am baptized into Christ! 
I have comfort even stronger; Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 
Should a guilty conscience seize me since my baptism did release me 
In a dear forgiving flood, sprinkling me with Jesus; blood? 
 
Satan, hear this proclamation; I am baptized into Christ! 
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed. 
Now that to the font I’ve traveled, all your might has come unraveled, 
And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me! 
 
Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ! 
When I die, I leave all sadness to inherit paradise! 
Though I lie in dust and ashes faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 
Baptism has the strength divine to make life immortal mine. 
 
There is nothing worth comparing to this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring: even there I’ll sleep secure. 
Though my flesh awaits its raising, still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 

 

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 
welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish 
ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as 
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

A Time for Children  

 
Sit 
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From the Old Testament Jeremiah 11:18-20 

18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me 
their evil deeds. 19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did 
not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us 
destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so 
that his name will no longer be remembered!” 20But you, O LORD of hosts, 
who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your 
retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  

 

From the Book of Psalms  54 

Cantor/Choir sings refrain; All sing refrain

 
 

Cantor/Choir sings verses; All sing refrain 
 

Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. Hear my prayer, 
O God, give ear to the words of my mouth. For strangers have risen against 
me; ruthless men seek my life; they do not set God before themselves. 
Refrain 
 
He will return the evil to my enemies; in your faithfulness put an end to them. 
With a freewill off’ring I will sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to your name, O 
Lord, for it is good. Refrain 
 
For he has delivered me from ev’ry trouble, and my eyes have looked in 
triumph on all my enemies. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Refrain 
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From a New Testament letter James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 

13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter 
envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the 
truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 
  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do 
they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want 
something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet 
something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You 
do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Mark 9:30-37 

Gospel Acclamation “Jesus Loves Me!” #595, stanzas 1, 2 

When the Gospel is announced: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not 

want anyone to know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, 
“The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, 
and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must 
be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.” 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Burce 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “All Depends on Our Possessing,” #589 ,” #592 

Confessing our Faith  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
 

Offering our Prayers 
After each portion of the prayers: 

 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts “Children of the Heavenly Father,” Benjamin Culli 

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “For the Fruit of All Creation,” 
#679, stanzas 1, 3 
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Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace  

You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news 
to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use what we have gathered 
to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

Preparing our hearts 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.   Amen. 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit.  To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Songs 
 

 
 

“Children of the Heavenly Father” #781 
Stanza 3 sung by cantor/choir 

 
“In Christ Alone” (Hymn of the month)  

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
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Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
 

Here in the death of Christ I live 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life’s first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand 

 
CCLI Song # 3350395 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. By Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 896529 

 
Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  For the gift of Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for us, 
We thank you, gracious Lord. 
That we leave encouraged to trust you; eager to serve you in our neighbors, 
and awakened to the presence of your saints in unexpected places, 
Hear us, gracious Lord. 
 

Vocational Recognition and Prayer: The care and healing professions 

https://us.songselect.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/


 11 

Blessing: 
Almighty God, Father +Son and Holy Spirit, bless and keep you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Song 
“Rise Up, O Saints of God!” #669 

A Mission 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “All Depends on Our Possessing,” Benjamin Culli 
(Quoting Antonio Vivaldi) 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019.  
 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Burce 
Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Kathy Neumann (8:30); Mike Thiel (11:00)  
Lectors – Don Braun (8:30); Rachel Roeder (11:00) 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Ron Coulter, Linda Herhuth (8:30); 
Liz Kitzel, Rachel Roeder, Eileen Spicer (11:00) 
Acolytes – Tom Biddle, De-Ante Furry (8:30);  

Adam Digney, Leah Vandrasik (11:00) 
Organist – Connie Triplett 

Messiah Choir (11:00) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
Cantor (8:30) – Claire Connelly 

Deacons – Ray Durban, Trish Kvasnicka (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Terrie Leske (11:00) 

Greeters—Wil & Geri Schuett(8:30);  
Tom Chalfant (11:00) 

Ushers – Ken Novack, Greg Paton, Gregory Prohaska, Greg Prohaska (8:30);  
Dominic Bloor, Jim Breckel, Ryan Szczepinski, Aubrey Thiel (11:00) 

Trustee – Mike Green 
Altar Guild – Laura Gaydos, Diane Paton 

Nursery – Alex Rendziak,Carrie Rendziak (11:00) 
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 IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ Our life and mission as a congregation 
+ The Church’s embrace of the small, the weak, the lowly 
+ Communities ravaged by Hurricane Florence; all who endured the assault 

of last week’s super-typhoon 
+ Our nation’s readiness to strive for its highest ideals 

+ The ill:  Dorothy Juergens, Anita (mother of Heather Laurie), Carol 
Markus, Tom (friend of the Zalac family), Beth Zwolsky (daughter of 
Audrey Ruettger) 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In loving memory of Jane Morgan by her family 

 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Sept. 25—SERGIUS, d. 1392, renewer of monastic life in Russia.  He also ended 
four wars between Russian princes.   

Sept. 28—JEHU JONES, d. 1852, the first African American Lutheran pastor.   
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
mailto:school@messiahfp.org

